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Academic Instruction Using Play Dough as a Visual/Tactile Support
Reading/Writing/Language
· Stamping letters to make words
· Touch to map sounds when blending
· Touch to read each word in a sentence
· Orthography: create letters or letter puzzles (dots, sticks and arcs)
· Cutting words (snakes) into syllables, onset/rime and phonemes
· Holding up visual choices to assist with fine motor
· To show verb meaning (pinch, pull, punch, stretch, flatten, roll, press, etc.)
Math
· Build geometric shapes, angles with play dough dots and toothpicks
· Plotting tactile points on a grid
· Tactile touchpoints on numbers or paired with objects or ten frames (1:1 counting)
· Cut circles or lines into fractional parts and label
· Skip counting—use play dough as markers on a 100 chart to show counting in multiples
· As tactile manipulatives for simple addition and subtraction problems
· Make the hands on a blank clock to tell time
· Match/count out play dough globs to a given number 1-20
· Show odd/even, or skip count on a number line or 100 chart
Science
· Insect shapes (2 or 3 body parts, # of legs)
· Open and closed circuits
· Plant prints and/or plaster molds
· Archeology dig to find artifact
· Model layers of the Earth
· Make a model of what is seen under a microscope
· Show the moon phases (white dough on black paper)
· Make a model of the solar system
Social Studies/Geography/History/Government
· Outline maps with tactile borders
· Plot points of travel, or stops along routes
· Cover mountain ranges with elevation levels
· Plot points on a timeline and attach graphics or notes to timeline
General
· To identify answer used with a clear pocket pouch and a paper sheet with visual choices paired w/questions 
· Integrate sensory into any learning environment
· Quiet fidget
· Show color blending in art 
· Identify primary and secondary colors
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